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JOHN WELTER

Peter Graves came from Pennsylvania and bought Lot 36 from Col.
Talbot in 1831. His daughter married John Welter, a brother of Isaac
Welter.

After doing settlement duties Peter Graves gave the West half to
his son-in-law John Welter and sold the East half to Elizah Mann. The
John ﬁélter family was one boy--Charles and two daughters--lrs James
Stanton and Mrs Hendershot.

ELIZAH MA!N

Elizah Mann took possession of the East half of Lot 36 in 18L8.
His son Elizah became the owner in 1851. They had a son Blucher and a
daughter Sabina,

The Mann house was directly opposite the school. When I was a
small boy there were about sixty pupils going to school during the
winter months, The Mann= were almost daily complaining to the teacher
about the bad behaviour of the older boys. We got our drinking water
from a well in front of the Mann house. The boys would often break the
pump. We used to skate on the pond back of the barn and would leave the
gate open, At one time they drove a pig on the ice. You have often
heard the expression "Independent as a Pig on Ice".

However the Manns were good people but victims only of a lot of boys
with a surplus of spirits,

THE SUTTONS

Amariah Sutton bought the farm Lot 36 yorth on Talbot Road in 18L2.
This farm was covered with hard Maple, and when cleared was said to be
one of the best farms in that section.

The family was two sons, one of which was a doctor and several

daughters. C% gR /Oﬂ-c... A

The house wzs on a small hill about forty rods from the road. The

school ground had been part of the farm, west and north of the school
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was a large orchard, There was also an Orchard east of the school on the
Futcher farm. The Grange first held their meeting in the school; Thus
Apple Grove Grange.

Up on the hill near the house the Suttons had several large apple
pits., The boys from the school during the afternoon recess used to go
and help themselves to the apples. The Suttons would set the dogs on
us, but in a day or two we would be back for more apples., Apparently
we were hungry. At last in desperation one of the girls called "Toot"
aame to the school and told the teacher she wanted to talk to the
children., Her discourse was very embarrasing but true. She ended by
telling us that we would all'be arrested and put in jail. For many
days when we saw a stranger we hid. In the end Mr, Sutton who was a good
and kind man said he would forgive us. ¥We never stole apples again.

THE FUTCHERS

Thomas Futcher was born in Wil¥shire in 1830. He came to Canada
with his parents--Thomas Futcher and Hester Barnes Futcher in 183L. The
family first settled at Johnstown and then at New Sarum. Apparently
their impression RJ'CanQada was not favourable so in 1837 they went back
to England but returned to Canada in 18L0.

This time they bought the farm with the beautiful house from John
K.,Woodward, Lot 37 North on Talbot Road in 1840, This house was the
home of Mr, Woodward, who was manager of The Agricultural Bank in
St. Thomas, He used his home as a bank after hours for the convenience
of the neighbours,

Thomas Futcher was sent to a school called "The Acadamy" on the
Longwood Rd. near Délaware. In 1855 he married Susan Northwood who was
a step-daughter of Hooper King. They had a2 large family--seven boys and
one girl,

The eldest was James Futcher who married Ada Bennett of Talbotville.

They had one daughter Ethel who married Alex McNiven. They have one son

John Mciiven who mafried Helen Lyle, daughter of John Lyle. Mrs Futcher
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died and after some years James Futcher married Sara Robinson. They
had three girls--Hattie, Jessie and Dora. Hattie married John Pearce of
Tyrconnel, Jessie married Alex Lyle, their family is two boys and one
girl--Bruce, Hugh and Louise, Dora married Francis Dowler, they have a
girl and a boy--Virginia and Thomas. They live in Virginia, U.S.A.

The second son of Thomas Futcher was William who married Louisa
Spackman, Their family is five girls--Luella married Walter Stafford,
Edna is at home, Blanche married H. Walkley of Detroit, Frances is a
teacher in London, Grace married Rev. Harold Buchner,

The third son Albert married Ella Campbell, daughter of Dougald
Campbell of the River Road. They had a son Gordon who died as an infant,
and a daughter Maybelle who married Earl Hoffman of St. Thomas,

The fourth son John married Kate Robinson, their family was five
girls and two boys. Carrie ;ho married Framk Tufford, they have one
daughter--Helene. Frankie married Tyrell Begg, they have two sons and
one daughter--Futcher who has one boy and two girls, Franklin who has
two boys and a girl, and Catherine Begg Smith. Albertz married Glen
Allison, they have one son--Douglas, Kathleen married Lloyd Fulton,
they have two girls and one boy--Lois, Elaine and Robert. Agnes married
Bernie Gilbert, they have one son and one daughter--Paul and Bernice.
John Robinson Futcher married Dorothy Horton who taught school at S,S, No
1l, they have two boys and two girls—-Isabel, John and twins--Amy Robin
and Allison, Robie Futcher married Leila Clark, they have one daughter
Marjory Futcher McKenzie and live on the John Futcher farm,

Thomas Barnes Futcher married Marjory Howard, she was a daughter of

the famous Dr. Palmer Howard of Montreal. After Dr, Howard's death she
became a ward of Dr?¢ William Osler.

Tom and T went to S.5. No 1k at the same time. When we went to the
High School we usually walked there and back together. After he attended

the Medical School in Toronto in 1889 I again joined him in 1890 as a
medical student. At Medical School Tom was a brilliant student and a £
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great favourite with both teachers and students., after he had graduated
and was an intern in the Toronto Generzl Hospital, Dr. Osler came up from
from The Johns Hopkins Hospital and asked Dr. James Graham, Professor of
Medicine for the names of some promising students, Dr. recommended Dr.
Futcher, .

Dr. Futcher after serving for a time at Mount Sinei Hospital became
House Physician at the Johns Hospital. I took a Post Graduate course there
in 1899 and Tom was most kind and helpful to me. After some years at the
Johns Hopkins he opened aﬁd‘office and became a consulting physician. He
did a lot of original work and wrgté many papers on Medical subjects.,

In 1907 I returned to the Johns Hopkins for Post Graduate work and
was entertained by Tom at his home where I had the pleasure of meeting
his most gracious wife,

During the first world war he went overseas with the American Army
as a consulting high Medical Officer,

In 1938 I was shocked to hear of his sudden death. After his death
Mrs Futcher sent me a large photograph of Tom, which I treasure very much.
I often look at his picture in my den and think hé was one of the finest
gentlemen I have ever met,

They had a family of two boys and two girls--Dr, Palmer Howard
Futcher who served in the last war., Bruce who passed away when a young
boy. Gwendolyn at home and Grace who married a Mr, Norsworthy, a relative
of the 3t., Thomas Norsworthy's.

The gixth son Frederick remained at home,

The seventh son Herbert Futcher married Edith Lyle, daughter of

John Lyle. They had two boys, Howard and Albert. A daughter died in
infancy, Herbert passed away April 28th 19L8.
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THE POTTICARYS

James Potticary settled on Lot 37 South on Talbot Road in 1832.
The West half was sold to William Casey in 18L2.

The Potticary family was five girls and one boy. The children were--
Mary married David King, they had three boys and two girls, Ellen married
Mr. Jones and lived in Toronto, she taught S,S. No 1li for a time.

Eliza married Story Backus and lived at Tyrconnel, they had a son and a
daughter--Harold who is an official of a.prominent Bond House in Toronto,
and Mary who married Leslie Pearce. George married Miss Hunsburger, they
had two daughters--Ethel and Muriel.

The Potticarys were a clever family. FEliza also taught 5.5, No 1l
for a time, also 35.3. No 7. She was a competent teacher and kept good
order, I remember a severe whipping she gave me. Of course it was justafied
and I held no spite.

I had not seen her for about forty years, when she called on me at
my office. We had a very enjoyable time talking of days gone by. She
and her husband moved to St. Thomas and we became great friends.

THE LYLES

The Scottish home of the Lyles was near Glasgow, Alex Lyle the
chief of the clan married Ann Dow. They had three sons and five daughters.
One of the sons, John came to Canada and was so impressed with the country
that he wrote home and persuaded the whole family to come to Canada,

Twenty two men, women, and children, all relatives, came to Canada
in the same boat in 1873. His son Alex II who settled on Mount Pleasant,
the home of G.A. Lyle, married Margaret Edmonston. In Scotland he had
been an expert brass worker and knew nothing of farming.

They had three boys and five girls--David, whom we 2ll know lives on
Lot 3L and farms about a thousand acres of land., Alex who married Jessie
Futcher lives on Lot 37 north on Talbot Road, they have three children,
Bruce, Hugh and Louise., John Lyle whc married Bessie Hunter, they have

two children--Gordon who married Margaret Fife and Helen who married
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John McNiven,

The daughters of Alex Lyle were--Margaret who married Herbert Fearnley,
their family is four boys and one girl, Annie who married Edgar Gilbert,
their family is two boys and one girl--Dr. Roy Gilbert of St. Thomas and
Stanley, manager of the Canadian Iron Foundry, St. Thomas and Cora who
married Ross Tufford and owns the old McAlpine farm., Belle the third
daughter of Alex Lyle married Neil Campbell of the River Road, they lived
at West Lorne. They have four boys and three girls--Lyle, Jack, George
and Donald, Margaret, Enabelle and Jean.

Enie, the fourth dzughter married James Wyatt, they had one boyN and
three girls--the boy Dr. Lyle Wyatt was overseas in the last war. Nellie
the fifth daughter of Alex Lyle married E.J. Fearnley of Pt., Burwell, they
have one boy and two girls. ke

David Lyle, the second son of Alex Lyle I married lu;:ga-et Hayes.
They had three boys and five girls, The boys were--Alex who lives at
the Edmond Nichol home and is not married. William who married Rhea
Gooding lives on the farm at one time owned by Hooper King and later by
James Futcher., Stanley who married Lena Hill, they have three boys and
three girls., The boys are William, Robert and Douglas, the girls--Mary,
Cathryn and Eleanor.

The daughters of David Lyle are Margaret at home, Anna, her twin
sister is a nurse, also at home, Robena, a nurse in Chicago, Verna is a
bookeeper at the Times-Journal, and Edna lives in Chicago.

John Lyle, third son of Alex I married Nellie Hayes® who was a s’ster
of Mrs A.M. Hutzhinson. They hadMIié:v'e girls--Agnes who married Charles
Butler, they have three boys, Lyle, Harold and Kenneth., Annie is a
school teacher Won z/ith rho marrie% Herb t Futcher, they have
two boys--Howard and Albert. yJean died at the age Mo married
Gordon Lindsay, they have one girl--Helen.

%hen I was a boy I read a book in success called "Tact", Push and

Principle", The Lyle family have lived up to all that which is in ‘the book.

|

¥
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THE LAWTONS

George Lawton who married Cynthia Bradley of New York State settled
on Lot 39 South on Talbot Road in 186L. They had three boys and four
girls, James lives in St. Thomas and never married, George married Etta
Dickinson, they had no children., John married Annie Freeman and lived in
Saskatchawan, Mary married Eugene Hubble of New York State, Nancy Jane
married John Adams of New York State, Sarah Alice married Hobert Adams
of New York State and Cynthia married Thomas Dubber of St. Thomas. They
have three sons--Harry who married Margaret McGinlay, they have one son
and one daughter--Margaret Cynthia end Arthur Henry, Arthur who married
Velma McLandress and Capt. Roy Dubber who was killed in the first Great
¥ar, serving with the R,C.A,F.

Cythia Bradley was a niece of my Aunt Elsie who married my Uncle
James Davis, My Aunt Flsie also came from New York State., She was a lamge
friendly woman, but had determined ways. She was said to be a success=-
ful matchmaker, so when her niece Cynthia came to visit her, my Aunt
Elsie looked around for a suitable husband, so George Lawton was the
lucky man. When another niece Maggie Lane cameto visit my Aunt Elsie,
John Begg was the choice., My Mother's home was with my Uncle James, so who
knows but what my Aunt Elsie picked out my Father?

THE BEGGS

George Begg settled on Lot 38 North on Talbot Road in 18L42. He
married Nancy Cattanach of the Lake Road. They had three sons and three
daughters.

George who married Miss McGill lived on the North Talbot Road, they
had two sons--John who lives on the homestead, Fred who was killed in an
accident and one girl Mabel.

John Begg, the second son who lived on the homestead married Maggie
Lane, a niece of my Aunt Elsie Davis. They had two sons--Elmer and

Lynwood, Elmer died and was not married,
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Lynwood married Nellie Berry from the River Road, they have five

girls and two boys. The girls are Helen who was a nurse, now Mrs Wilcox,
Dora a nurse in Detroit, Francis a stenographer in the Income Office in
London, Donna also a stenographer in London and Betty-Ann at home. The
two boys-~-John and Robert at nome.

Charles the third son of George married Emma Styles, they had one
son--Tyrell who married Frankie Futcher and after her death Metta
¥eCallum, There are three children by the first wife--Futcher, Franklin,
and Catherine and two by the second--John Stewart and Arda.

The daughters of Geo. Begg are Annie who was a school teacher and
Barbara, not married and Margaret who was a nurse who died a martyr to
her profession,

THE MANDEVILLES

Abraham Mandeville settled on Lot 38 South on Talbot Road in 1828.
He was the son of David Mandeville, the first settler across Kettle
Creek in 1816,

The Mandeville family was six boys and one girl. The boys were
William and Abraham who went West during the rush. James who died of
Appendicitis when a young man, this was called inflammation of the bowels
in those days. There was no treatment for the disease and the majority
Bf patients died. To-day it is very rare for a patient to die of
Apoendicitis, thanks to the advance of surgery. Peter a twin of James,
while coming home from St. Thomas on a stormy night lost his way and
was found dead in front of Charles Begg's home. It was such a shock to
the neighbours. Benjamin and David left home early.

The daughter married Mr, Newﬁﬁn and lived in St. Thomas at the time
of her death. The name of Mandeville at one time was very common.

To-day the name has vanished in this part of the country.
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THE KINGS
Abraham King settled on Lot LO in 1815. He came from England to
Canada with Dr., Thomas Rolph. The Rolphs and Kings were very close friends,
The famous Dr. John Rolph, son of Dr. Thomas Rolph made his home with the
Kings after the death of his father,
Abraham King's wife was Mary Corsaut, their family was two boys and
a girl--Charles, David and Charlotte who married az Mr. Sharon of Frome.
David King who came in possession of the farm after his father's
death in 186l married Mary Potticary, they had three boys and two girls.
Abraham named after his grandfather married Miss Turner, after asttending
5.5. No 1k he attended the Veterinary College at Toronto and graduated
as a Veterninary Surgeon, After graduating he beczme a teacher at the
College, he had the reputation of being a clever teacher., After some
years he resigned and opened an office in St. Thcmas, He continued in
practice until his death.
James King attended 5,5, No 1L and from there the High School, After
matriculating he entered the Toronto Medical School in 1889, He and I
were room-mates in 1890, After graduating he started practice at
Leamington where he had a large practice. He married Miss Ellen Daugharty,
they had no children. George King who married Maggie Hunt remained on the
farm, they had one girl Edna who is the sole descendant of a once
prominent family, Edna married Leonard Silcox who died a short time ago.
They have two children--Harold and Rose Marie.mtariced 3’07«-&««« -%
The daughters of David King were Alice and Bertha, Alice remained home,
Bertha was a school teacher.
The Kings were a clever family, they took an active part in the
activities of the community. They had a high sense of honour and were

ready to fight for what they thought was right.

/wabwm



THE “TEBERS /ﬂgﬁ?
Robert Tebb bought the Isszac Jelter farm (Lot 31) =bout

1885. The Webb family ceme from Palbotville, There wag 2 large

family of five boys =2nd five zirls. Willizm married Orills

Welter, dzushter of Isanc Weller, Edward married Mary Yeandle,

daus™ter of Willizm Yezndle, whose dsuzhter married Trevor

Stinchcombe, The ebbs were good farmers =nd took = lively

inftereet in the zctivities of the neizhhourhood.

THE STUBBS

John Stubbs bousht fifty zacreese of the North half of Tot 32
in 1861, He wag = teacher of boys in the Sundzy School. I was
in his clags 2nd we had to commit to memory ten verses of the
Bible every Sund=y. 'This was not very popular with us z2s it re-
quired hard work on Sundsy morminz,” Mr. Lamond was superintendent
and took up the collection, we conitributed one cent each. The
Stubbs family was four bors =znd two zirls ~ Mary Ann who married
Frenk Westlake, William and Heary were twins, William married
Miss Garrow of St. Thomsas, Neil lives in Detroit, Meriz married
Hdward Burion. They have five girls, Ferne married william
Iiocke, Kathleen married William Bowman, Hazel married William
H=11, Bell married Harold Wadland, Audry married Jack Lemon.

1HE QURTIS'S

lir, and Mrs, Szlathiel Curtis were married in Holts™-ury,

Devonshire, BEngland. She was Mary Ann Sanders whose parents
hzd died of typhoid fever, and she h=d been rzised by her
randpsrents, Mr, znd Mrs, Curtis came to Cgnads in 1841,
After living in Yarmouth Township for a while they bouszht the
South half of lot 33 from Joshua Jardell - 100 =2cres square on
the sidero=d sotth from Middlemarch =nd houndsry Bush Road.
Joshua Tardell h=d built = loz house nezar the road under a tree,
wit: five =mcres cleared, There w=2g also = turning mill r™un by
water power on T=21lhot Creek, The remzins of the dam =nd mill
voad ¢=n be trzced today. Money was scarce ih those days, so
that berter wse the rule. Butter 2nd eg=zs and fowl were traded

for groceries.

The lonely life wzs made brichter by friendly neizghbours.
The zirls znd bovs of Willism Drake were of'ten visitors, also the
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Joiners, Wardells, Bzllantynes and 'hompsons. Dancing was much
enjoyed.

A neisghbour would send out word that they were having a dance
on a certz2in nizht, The larzest room in the house was cleared of
furmiture, 2 table wae put in 2 cornar of the rooom, s=nd on the
t2ble was = cheir, and in the chair was the fiddler, The d=nces
were sguare d=nces,; 'he men wore hish 1lizht bhootz. dJim Bob or
Miles Ketchum were the fiddlers, Jim Bob had =z habit of opening
and closing one eye =zt he sawed away at the fiddle, Those who
daneced paid the fidrler, usually £ifty cents, =2ny men vho 2id not
pay beceme very unpopulzr, About mignisht =2 very fine luanch was
served, then on with the daace until nesy morning

Coon hunting wse = common pastime of the younrs me= =nd many
of the older men, Coons were very'destrustive do the coran, so
when the corn was out in ear, the hunters, three or four of them
with a gord co-n doz woiild set out for the corn fields just zafter
dark. They were armed with clube, After guietly zrrivinz at =
suitable place in the field, the dog was let locose, Then there
was suppresned excitement listening for the doz to give his howl,
whirh meant he was on trzck of
in 2 distant part of the field. Then the excitement between them
inerezsged., \hich way is the doz going? 1Is he heanded for the big
elm tree? If the coon resched the big elm he was g§=sfe, it =
smaller tree, someone would climb the tree 2nd sh-ke him out, and

coon, Soon the howl w=g he=rd

in

when he struck the zround there w=s great excitemsnt betwesn the
huntere, the dez, =nd the ecoon, [he coons were skinned, =na the
gkin wae salied =nd nailed to the dbern to dry, It wes worth
seventy-five ce-ts.

Salathiel =nd Mary Ann Curtis'e family w=e John who was
born in sngland, Elizsbeth who merried John Pletcher =nd lived
in Michiren, They had two cirls ~nd two boys. Elizs who m=rried
Thomag Pezcock, they had one deuchter, M-y remained &t kome =nd
wees unmarried and Rich=r»d remainec on the homestezd =xd never
merried,

The log house wze rejlaced Ly =frame hourse on the Midcle
March sidero-d [ he freme honse was further back =nd surrounded
by evergreens, Mueh wa2lnut was nsec¢ in the honge. In 1872
John Curtis bois t the Hast half of lot 32 South on Palbot Ro=d.
There wag =lso = log house close to the road on the north—east
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corner of the next f£2rm owned hy the Widor Cane. 'The Widow

O*Donnell lived in this houre. 1 remember ton, two of the boys =~
Mike =nd Pat, After the O'Donrells moved avay, the old log house
was used =g = sheep pen by Tom Cle=r who rented the Czsey farm.

John Curtis wee one of the fourders of the Bible Clhiri=ii=sn
Church here. He wrs tressurer for mzny years. He was slso an
enthusissfic Gronger, znd +as ehaplazin for many yeares, His wife who
was Mary Ann Davis, was =n aciive church worker, ‘their home w=s
oper houee Tor ministers when vigitinz in the neishbourhood. She

nhe

'1
b

s © zZood conk. The pre= suzlly went away with r bar of ozts

ivr Mie bug v, Mzny 2 time I have been told fo zo 2nd e~teh a
rooster when the minister?s buzg:y wos sern coming up ke lane,
John Curtis died in 1915 =t age 75 ard Mcry Dzvis Curtis

died in 1929 st sze 82, There wes ¢gne girl and Y$wo boys in thne
family - Jzmes, Szlathiel and Ttt=,

JAIES DAVIS married Dora Merzuson of Strathroy. Yhey hsve
a2 dzughter Carolyn, =t home =nd 2 son Dr. John Curiis, who is
secocisted with hig father in St., Thomse, Carqlzg is a2 prominent
srtist in St. Thomas, John msrried Palriciz Dowler =nd they have
thres children - Dorind=, James Dowler and Hﬁry Carolyn,

James Dowler, who becsme = doctor in Montreal, msrried irics Smith.
Dorinds, graduste of MacDon=1ld Hz1ll, m=rried Ro%ert 5, Meith =nd
live in Michigzn, They have Jeffery and Dnwvid,

Msry Carol-n is = gsecretary in London.

James Dzvid died in 1967 =t the =ge of 98 =n? his wife Lora

died in 1963,

SALATTIEL merried Mary D. (Dolly) Hunt, dzuchier of Sguire
Freneis Hunt, who lived on the Ncliive
girls and two boys.~ Grace, Dorothy, rrancis Richixd (Prank),
Jemes Clzrence, Wlorence =ad Nor-h. Grace died of Meningitis

at the age of three. Dorothy beczme =2 teacher at Shedden =nd

1=

term. 'Whey have four

married “111i=m Ayearsi, =n acrountznt on the Michigan Central
Reilwey. 'M'ey hove tliree song, 731li=m, John snd Richard.
Willism merried Mory Holit:y a2d hed one son Robert =nd two
dau-hters Mary Sussn =rd Victoria An:,

Johrn Keyri~zn (Pst) prinecipsl of Klmdale Schorl in St. Thom=n,
m=rried Mary Heckmsn =nd had thres children - John, Stephen

and Elizabeth.

Richerd, s teacher »t Ozkridse Acres in TLondon, merried Barbzsra
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Grant =nd h=sd three children - Nishzel, Nark =nd Nanci Colleen.

¥pzncie Richard (FPran't) - the oldest zon - married Dorotly Chambers

= echonl te=scher, ‘hey bousht the Isz-c 'elter ¥zrm o-posite the
Middlenarch School., Klijah Monn storted this t=rm in 1820, His
Sox, =lso Elijsh, one of a family of sixteen, 2lso ovned this farm,

He sold the teorm to Isa-c Telter of Uonenhzmen, Wrenk (uriis

3leo owns the 241 scre farm where the first hl-cksmith shop =tood,
as well =8 the west 50 zeres of the Sutton nslwse., Vs CG. ILyle owns

the riorth helf of this 75 ecree, ‘Tthis farm belonced Ho Uslvin
¥itt from Oxford, Uakland snd Idshis=n, ‘there w2e g lorge log
hotel there, whe-e Jolonel WP=zlhot #=d meny of hie a=rties. Auction
eg were held by Ur, Htt =na later by Charles dJdackcon with
#r, sng Ere, Georce MECHiz helxing vwifh sales snd feorm wark. For
g time Mr, sad lire. Pred Vickery ovhed this f=rm till they moved
to Bothwell. #r=nk =nd Dorothy turtis had two boys - John Uavis
and Robert S=olsthiel, dJohn vavis who zr=dusted with B,5.4. &t
Guelph e & 2, in 1959 =ana master of Agriculture 1. 1964, was
strtiorned from 1959 to 1966 =t Ridgetown \zricultursl Tolleze.
He taen moved i Kemptville Agricultural Selhool, wiere ke is
virector of Scoils =nd Extension officer to help 30 asrirultuvral

T

reprecentatives, Johin Dazvis nesrried Naney Tuck, McDonzld Hall

-

grzduate in Home Tconomica. She tausht in Ridgetowr High School
Deborsh Iynn =nd Dayid

for four yesrs., '"They hzave Laurie Jezx,
Jdohn,

Ro™exrt Jalathiel mervried P=tricin Cohoe, = public heslth nurse

i1 St. Thomee, He has the two farme on Tzlbot Ro=d. He gradu-ted
from Yezvezn Agrieulturzl Schenl in 1958, He heloed hig Trther
farm =nd took chrrze when his fother died ir 19%61. Hie mother
Dorothy moved to 3t, Thomas in 1965, before Robert mer>ied
Patricis Cohoe., Robert snd Patricis have two boyes, Desrisl
(Danzy) bora in 1970 -wd Mich=el,

James Cl=rence, the younce-t ~on, merried IZ¥: Johnson =nd $hery
live on the orizinsl Ssglsthisl -nd the father Szlsthiel F=rm,

They have one son, James Epmest Jayne, who roomed itk Robert

(Freuk?s son) 9t Testern Agricultursl School and gradus=ted in
1958, He f=ras with hig f-iler and is unmarzied, there are

two daushters = Josephire (Mary Jogephire) wio merried Donnld
0. Bogart with the C3ncdi-n Arméd Forces N.A.T.0. Germany, =180
served four yesrs in Wreince, They have three coneg -~ Gaxry, David
M0 jemes, anc one dau hter Kim.
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Anne uvhristine, an occupational therapist, married John C. Brown,
s Tarmer trom ringal, they have Steven michael and Nancy Anne,
water was always a concern, We decided to drill for water. People
thought we were foolish, but we had it witched., After a few
mishaps arilling, we tound water pure and clear, .n 1967, atter
an ownership search was taken, we were entitled to a plaque as a
Century rarm owner,

Florence - an K., N. in Butfralo, marriea Joseph Guegino, a druggist
in Hochester, n. Y. *“They had three sons - Joseph, a teacher in
Syracuse, N. Y. and Charles is at school in 11linois, and Gerald
at school at Kochester., rlorence still nurses.

Norah - became a secretary and married Keginald 1, Luxton, an
employee or the Chesapeake and Ohio Kailway and now lives 1in
Sarnia, .

wTTA was a middlemarch School ‘teacher. She marriea uGeorge
Campbell and settleda on a rarm on Centre or Middle Hiver Koad
and Bush Koad. &stta diea in 19Yb5. <they built a modern red brick
home. <1hey had two sons and a daughter. Curtis, lives on the home
Iarm, married vVelma Lanning or Yarmouth rownship. ‘they have Janet,
¢olin and John, jﬁﬁéfrﬁggrieu James Jackson ‘1yson,a ‘loronto school
teacher and has one son James Curtis, Colin is married and 18
working at the rlgin Co-Uperative. John is helping his rather.
Neil, w88 overseas in the last war in the K. C. U. C. , married
Bessie Grass. ‘They have one daughter, voris who works for the
Bell relephone and married Larry Moore o1 London. Bessie Grass
taught at Kiver xoad and Coon Hoad schools. Jean, a 5t. Thomas
school teacher, married Stewart A,Brown, Shedaen who died in 1lYbo,
1they had rive childaren - Stewart Curtis, Mary Jean, buncan George,
lsabel and Carolyn, Stewart Curtis married vUoreen Barier, K. N.
He graduated B.S5.A., at Guelph and joined his rather as a cattle
buyer and trarmer, ‘they have seven children - vavid, Cathy, Michael,
Karen, Paul, Linda and Allan., wmary Jean, an interior decorator,
married sdwara Handberry and they have three children - Janie,
#dward and Carolyn. Vuncan ueorge, married Lois furner, K. N.
head oi operating room nurses at St. ‘thomas klgin General Hospisal.
+hey have one son Brisn vuncan, lsabel, a teacher, marriea Kobert
Campoell, a veacher in London, Carolyn, a teacher, married Lavia
menham, a teacher in London, Stewart A,.Drown was a warden 1n
Elgin County.
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William Curtis, a brother of Salathiel, settled in Yarmouth ”
¥ownship about 1841. He had rive sons - jeil, who marriea Blanche
raylor, K, M. anda lives in St. Thomas. Salathiel, who married May
Koberts who had a son Stanley who married lsabel Carrie ot St. thomas,
rhey rarm on the old rerm and specialize in Registered Hererora Cattle,
rthey have tour sons - Kichard, Laniel, Roger and Jay. Daniel who never
married was prominent in the lownship arrairs and lives next door to the
older home. Wallace died in vancouver. Matthew died in the Canadian

West.,

A modern barn replaced the 1irst barn in 1Y1l5 by Salathiel who
had built a moadern house a rew rods west or the John Curtis home in
the large orchard of rruit trees., rrank Curtis haa nhelpea his rather
Salatniel move the large maple trees on the west side of the lane in
big plocks or 1rozen earth, rrom the very large maple bush near tvhe
Bush Koad., John Curtis and now Jamés Curtis have gradually clearea
the 11elds ot push tvo the present wooas, Salathiel, rrank ana Jim
have made maple syrup by arch otf bricks and open pan tfrom the maple
trees.

An open drainage aitch and partly closed drain crosses the
wardell (Travers), John rutcher (Robie rutcher), rrank Joiner
(Orville ingram), Bowlby (now carroll, vowler (now snruppe) and
crosses South talbot road to Harold pButler and Kimbles to join
Port 1albot Creek.

rrank Curtis' steel barn built by isaac weltver in 1Yi8 BRaa
been destroyea by rire, and was also destroyea by Iire 1n 1Y44,
and replaced by allarger higher Preston barn in 1945, ‘the barn
on the other place was desiioyea Dy Ilre iourteen months Later
(combustion), Now Kobert S. has estapblishea a catile 1eed lot -
gilo oU X ¢V = Chemicals and Tertilizers may be added ury - 1all
or spring - powder Oor granul®r 1orm by spreaaers or other iarm
implements wiih special atiachments or by aaaing to o1l or water
1nto a snpray. Corn residue atfter emsilage is treated in the 1all
and auring vhe winter rots the corn residue 10 aad 1tvs chemicals
10 the 1o0llowing crope.

vorn planting research has aevelopea corn warieties to be
plantea as soon as land 1s reaay and mature in Y90 - 11U days 1o0r
grain corn, Ensilage 18 cut at an earlier stsge., Gramn corn
may be shellea as picked or sold, .1t may pe siored dried 1I
necesssry by air or heat 1n 1arm driers ana stored in crips on
1arms T0 be grouna (cob ana grain ior cauvile or pigs, mach rall
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the previous years corn leit on the Larm 1S s0la, usually to rarm

ownea co-operatives, A corn bank, ana beans, soya and white, is
also operatea to ary ana hola carn as neeaed by vhe farmer at a
montinly cost per bushel, or solu as larmer wisnes so Iarmer may
Sell ihe crop at the best possible price.

the co-operative in St., ‘Thomas gives a dividend =nd price cus

0 1ts share holaers ($100,0U a share to pelong). They have expanded
to gas, 01l, smallitfarm suppiies and vetinary supplies.

Many farmers are cash croppers - sugar beets, tomatoes (to
Libby's, Campbells in ‘roronto ana Chatham), vegetable crops, corn,
soya beans, yellow eye beans and whive beans and tobacco., vegetable
crops enrich the soil and handa cultivations eliminate weeds, Single
seed sugar beets eliminate hand blocking.

Push button feeaing - calwes 1rom Western CUanada are "zero red",
that is hay, ensilage, ground cob corn and supplements are used to
get calves ready tor market rrom Uct. or Nov. to July or August.

He tries to have cattle make 2% to 3 lbs., daily gain trom western
weight. GShipping rever, which may turn to pneumonia is a constant
threat especially artver a dong ride by train or truck rrom Canddian
West, orten Alberta. glectricivy pumps and heats water itrom the large
pond., 1t takes 15 minutes to reeda twice daily. Shoat pigs (40 1lb.
plus) run with the cattle. Stewart A. and bDuncan Brown also have
feed lots and cattile run to open barn tor shelter, Barn yards

are cemented, Board fences also break the wind. Manure spreaders
scatter the manure on the fields.when the tields are sott the
manure 1s stock-piled till fields (sometimes atrter crop harvest)
are ready to have manure spread,

Heavy horses except on tobacco rfarms are obsolete - many
farmers have a pony tor the children or a quarter horse (Western
and Saddle) to round up cattle moving Irom pasture or barn., Much
cattle movement is by truck. As many farms have just the line
fences lert and some not even these to help control the weeds.
Chemical weed control has lost us many of our loved birds and bees,
and benericial insects, by eliminating their reed and shelter
from the rence rows,

mechanical pickers have been successiul in apples and small
rruit,.

1he family tlock ot chickens is replaced by chicken specialty
farms having upwaras of 5000 to 10,000 broilers (sexed male birds
ar birth) or sexed pullets or yearlings, ''hese farms are operated
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a lot by electricity, supervised by men or women, kggs are gathered
from community or trap nests, candled, packed, cooled and sold, often
daily, Not many chickens, turkeys and ducks now see daylight and
green grass and are killed in killing plants., Uucks and geese are
reared mass production. &£ven the blood is collected and used in

research, <the feathers are removed by machines. At Watford, 16,000
birds are processed hourly. A gizzard machine is operated, reathers

are collected and graded and sold, 8lgin egg in St., thomas is a
smaller poultry preparing plant or Cuddy rarms, Strathroy.

George Carroll and Lynwood Begg still operate an egg route in
St. thomas each rriday. +the House sisters trom Port lalbot operate
an egg route and attend St. lThomas Market with rarm produce each
Wednesaay and Saturday. <vhey specialize 1n gladiolias during the
entire season and also supply some St,.lhomas tlorists.

ror many years cattle or all ages were rinished 1or marker,
killed on the rarm and sola by quarters, NQW many rarmers have
large Ireezers to store meats in cooking quantities and vegetables
and fruits and home baked goods.

the man or tamily who operated the general store is losing out
to the groceterias - company ownea and operated, rlowers, small’
appliances and rarming implements - hoes, rakes etc are also sold.
More packaging with cello-phane - smaller quantities but tresher,
(coming by car, truck, plane and railway), better grading and
mixes have made groceries much better but more expensive, Chain
stores have ruled out the ramily owned store - A & P, HFirestone,
Loblaws, 1.G.A., Walkers etc, K, M, Anderson tamily still operates
one or St., thomas' oldest reaay to wear and yard goods stores.
Pincombes svill have a grocery and meat store on Ross Street but
previously had three or rour stores,
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